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AGENDA

• Research on Youth Criminalization

• Criminalization Examples Across Platforms

• Proactive & Defensive Strategies

• Simulation

• Q & A
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Problematic 
Portrayals on 
Social Media

Imagine pulling someone 

from a dangerous, fiery 

crash, risking your own 

life & then being call “Ex-

con.”

His name is Aaron 

Tucker.







Harmful Narratives at Work
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The Clapback is Real



Building Media 
Relationships

Hi Greg,

Jeralyn Cave here and I wanted to personally reach out and introduce 
myself. I’m the newest member of the Advancement Project’s
communications team, supporting a group of grassroots, community 
organizations from across the country that are working to disrupt the 
school to prison pipeline and eradicate racial school discipline 
disparities. I’d love to offer a variety of education, civil rights, and school 
discipline experts including Judy Browne Dianis, our Executive Director, that 
might be of interest to you for future articles/features. 

I would also love to connect you with Hiram Rivera, the Executive Director 
Philadelphia Student Union (PSU) if you are interested. Last week, a video
captured a police officer assaulting Benjamin Franklin High School senior 
Brian Burney after he failed to show a pass to use the bathroom. The 
violent incident, which included Burney being punched in the face, 
prostrated in the school hallway and placed in a headlock, prompted strong 
condemnation from the student coalition. Burney and the student 
recording the incident are both PSU members. 

I’d love to setup a meeting or call with you to talk shop on how I might be 
an asset and learn more about the projects you may have in the works. 
Please let me know your availability for the coming weeks. Look forward to 
meeting you soon.

http://www.advancementproject.org/
http://safequalityschools.org/staff/entry/judith-browne-dianis
http://www.philadelphiastudentunion.org/
http://www.phillymag.com/news/2016/05/10/video-ben-franklin-high-school-cop/
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Subject: Re: Racist Maryland man who fatally stabbed Black New Yorker 

admits his intent to kill African-American men

Rocco and Aidan,

Jeralyn Cave here with Advancement Project, a national multi-racial civil rights 

organization that does work around policing and the school-to-prison pipeline. 

We are deeply disappointed with your reporting on the murder of Caughman 

and the way in which you criminalized a Black murder victim. Below I have 

posted your descriptions of the murderer and self-proclaimed white nationalist, 

James Jackson, and Caughman, an innocent Black resident completely 

undeserving of the atrocious attack.

Caughman lived in transitional housing on W. 36th St. that serves people with 

HIV/AIDS. Praxis Housing Initiatives holds a contract with the city. He has 11 

prior arrests, including for marijuana, assault, resisting arrest and menacing.

Why did your team choose to mention that the victim had 11 prior arrests? His 

arrest record is of no relevance to the fact that he was the victim of a hate 

crime. The description used is a reoccurring trend we frequently see in the 

media: the use of  language and details that criminalize Black and Brown 

victims that in many ways seems to justify their death and reduce their 

humanity. Does it really matter if Caughman was transient or had previous 

arrests



Defensive Strategies



Social Media Strategies for Changing the Media Narrative

1. Go to social media with a gameplan

2. Follow the reporters on social media

3. Treat your twitter bio like an elevator pitch

4. Be polite

5. Enlist the help of others



#Iftheygunnedmedown

https://twitter.com/_bennythejet/status/498551458363883520/photo/1


Simulation

Break out into small groups to:

Identify problematic coverage

Develop a strategy for pushing back

Develop one piece of content

Ex: social media, letter-to-the-

editor, a phone call script, 

etc.



Changing the Narrative Toolkit

1 | Introduction & Purpose

2 | Tips to Build Positive Media Relationships

3 | Identifying Criminalizing Coverage of Youth of Color

4 | Responding to Criminalizing Coverage of Youth of Color

5 | Social Media Strategy Sheet



Questions?



THANK YOU!


